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We start the new year by offering yvou
our thoughts about & number of books
yvou might find both interesting and in-
toraative. Publishing houses have heen
most kind i responding 1o ony reguests
tor review copies, and we thank thent for
their cooperation. Here
the books we have received i recent

months:
o« MONTY: FINAL YLARS OF
TH FIFLD-MARSIHAL, 1944-1976.

By Nigel Hamilton (MceGraw-1Hill.
1987. 996 Pages. $29.95). Once again,
as he did in the first two volumes of his
three-volume biography of Bernard Law
Montgomery, the author skews history in
a valiant effuit to raise bis subject’s siaius
from that of mere morta to God-Above-
Al Along the way., he savagely pitlories
almost every senior U.S. military com-
mander in the Furopean theater and dish-
es out almost equal scorn to many British
political and military leaders of the time,
(including Winston Churchill).

And all of this is done on behalf of a
military commander whose clain to
greatness rests on his success in only one
battle- -Alamein, From that time in Oc-
tober 1942 10 the end of the war in Lu-
rope in May 1945, Montgomery's actual
military record in no way matches the
record that he presented to the world in
his later writings or that Nigel Humidlton
presents in this biography.

Montgomery’s conduct of his part of
the Adlied campaign in Sicily in mid-
1943, for example, left nch to be de-
sired; his actions in [taly during the last
four months of 1943 were even less
menorable, The campaign in Norman-
dy in mid-1944 did not po according o
Montgomery's plan, and his inept han-
diing of the 1st Canadian Army alter the
breakout, his failure
Antwerp, and  his poorly  conceived
MARKET-GARDEN operation were not
the hallmarks of military  greatness.
(Hamilton does not devote much space
to the last three)

From | September

to open the port of

1944, when he

are just a tew of

reverted o army group commander from
Bis forer exalted position as Allied
around foree commander in northwest
Furope, Montgomery ceased to be o team
plaver and Tor the rest of the war did
everything  he undermine
General Dwight Eisenhower™s position as
suprente Allied conmander and to regain
the power he had lost,

After the war, Montgomery proved a

could 1o

compicte tailure as head of the post-war
British Army, and was saved (tom obliv-
ion by the ereation of a military element
in the Western Union, the forerunner of
NATO. Then, in 1951,
fused Churchill’s oficr to name him su-

Montgomery re-

preiiic commander in Malaya, at the time
a key British command. Afthough he did
not hesicate o teil everyone how the
situation in Malaya should be handled,
Montgomery pleaded to stay in Europe
hecause T would be no good whatsoever
at dealing with scorpions and snakes.”

The author’s supporting documentation
is drawn larpely from Montgomery's
own writings, all of which are treated as
bemng the unvarnished truth, All other
writings, Eisenhower's and
Bradley's, he considers less than truthful.

Today's U.S. infantryman is warned,
therefore, to handle this book with great
care. There is one short, seven-page
-Chapter FPour, Part Five-in
which the author lets bis guard down and
permits a British officer to give a nod to
the U.S. clffort during the Battle of the
Bulge. For these few pages, then, we
should be grateful,

* VERY SPHCIAL RELATIONSHIP:
FIELD MARSHAL SIR JOIN DILL
AND THE ANGLO-AMERICAN Al-
LIANCE, 1941-44. By Alex Danchev
(Brassey's-Pergamon, 1987, 201 Pages.

such  as

chapter

NOTE TO READERS: All of the books men-
tioned in this review section may be pur-
chased directly from the publisher or from
your nearest hook dealer. We do not seit
books. We will furnish a publisher's ad-
dress on request.

$26.00). There were few, if any, simi-
laritics between Bernard Montgomery
and John Dill, the subject of this book
and the man who headed the Briosh Jou
staft Mission in rhe Umted States dur-
ing World War I and who served con-
currently as the senior Britsh member of
the Combined Chicfs of Staft Committee.
Dill served in those positions {rom Jan-
uary 1942 until his death in Washington
in November 1944,

He was highly regarded by the mem-
bers of the U.S. high command and
became a close personal {riend of George
Marshall. The author says that to the
Americans, Dill's “cnntrihutinn o the
combined British Amencan war effort
was of autstanding {mportance and "o
oither individual was more tesponsibic for
the achievement of complete co-operation
in the work of the Combined Chiefs of
Statf.’” So much was he liked in Wash-
ington that he was paid a most singular
honor on his death—a full-scale military
funcral followed by burial in Arlington
Nationat Cemetery. (In 1950, an cques-
trian statue, commissioned by hig ** Amer-
ican friends and associates,”
ed at his grave site.)

This wetl done book, written by a serv-
ing officer of the Royal Army Educa-
tional Corps in the British  Army,
explains why Dill was revered by the
Americans —and why he was far less
honored in Britain. He writes: “*To say
that Dill was not without honour, save in
his own country, would be something of
an exaggeration, but not much of one. ™
Dill's own wartime head of government,
Winston Churchill, who had given him
so much grief during the carly war years,
ipnored his death and his invaluable con-
tributions to the Allied cause,

This is a fine book about what was, in-
deed, a very special relationship.

* SOVIET GROUND FORCES: AN
OPERATIONAIL ASSESSMENT, by
John Erickson, Lyan [Hansen, and
William Schnewder (Westview, 1986.
267 Papes. $26.00). The three authors

wias erect-
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ol this book are cminently qualified to
write about the Soviet military establish
In their book, historian John
Brickson traces the evolution of the
Soviet pround forces fron 1941 to 1985:
u.s. Willian
Schaeider tells how the Soviet Army
trains for war, how it would actually fight
awar, and how it makes use of *norms,
all require -
ments-nanciad, supply, exploittion,
expemditure- for military  personuel,

ment.

retired Army colonel

which cover material

units, and formations in both peace and
wars and historian Lynn Hansen analyzes
the Soviel Ajr Foree and its special rela-
tionship with the combined arms doctrine
practiced by all Soviet military forces.

The authors conclude that from the
Soviet viewpoinl “'combined arms is the
king of the battletield”” and believe that
“the Soviet Union has come closer o
creating a combined arms outlook among
its Torees than any other country.”” They
also note that the Soviets helieve strong-
ly in the concept roughly translated as the
“daring thrust™ —a thrust through weak
points in an opposing force’s defensive
lines to seize “eritical nodes that can
cause the enemy’s rapid collapse,

Although the Soviet ground forces are
learning a number of painful lessons in
Afehanistan, they remain a most for-
midable force. This book tells us why this
is so and wiat we can expect of it in the
future. -

* SOVIET AIRLAND BATTLE
TACTICS, by William Baxter (Presidio,
1986. 269 Pages. $18.99). The author is
a retired U.S. Army officer who now
works as a research analyst in Soviet
atfairs, While on active duty, he was a
Soviet foreign area officer. Not many
years ago he published a series of articles
in ARMY magazine on Soviet military
doctrine, tactics, organization, and tech-
nology.

[n this book, which nicely com-
plements the one mentioned above, he
expands on the thoughts he expressed in
his magazine series with the aim of de-
scribing “how the Soviet Army thinks
about itself, and how it intends to per-
form on the battlefield.”” e does not
discuss “'norms’” us such, but in a chapter
titled “*problemn solving in ilitary af-
fairs,”" he explains the Soviet perception
of science and the Soviet use of science
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o determine the specifics of combat,

The author pulls together a mass of ma-
terial. organizes it well, and presents it
i & maost agreeable manner. Te believes
that “*the Soviet Army does many things
very well, but sonmie things not so well””
and that, overall, itis “*a Tormidable and
very professional fighting machine, ' In
that, he agrees with Lrickson, Schuoeider,
and Huansen.

 REDGODOF WAR: SOVIET AR-
TILLERY AND ROCKET FORCES, by
Chiry Bellny  (Brassey's, 1986, 247
Pages. 333.75). There seems little gues-
tion that the Soviet Army has a deep and
abiding fanth in it artillery arm--
tormally kiown as Rocket Forees and
Artillery- -a fuith that has been nurtured
for more thaw 300 years.

In this book, the author (who is u
British writer with considerable interest
i Russian his?n‘y, literature, and culture)
traces the developent of Soviet artillery
from its carliest days to the present.
Alomg the way, he uses selected examples
from Russian wars to develop what he
calls the ““tradition of excellence.”” He
also furnishes brief biographical sketches
of former artiliery commanders who
played imporent roles in the develop-
went of the artillery and rocket forces,
discusses the newer active systems, and
explains how the Soviet Army plans to
use its artillery in a future war,

He feels that the Soviets will continue
to “*place great emphasis on this arm,
more so than in the West”” although there
appears to be a definite lack of coopera-
tion between the artiltery {oree and the
other cotmbat arms. Recent Soviet mili-
lary publications contain munerous refer-
ences to this problem, caused partly by
the artillery’s technocratic tradition, and
offer solutions to it.

This ts an excellent study of the Soviet
Spod of war” All ULS. infantrynien
should become familiar with it.

* SOLDIER-STATESMEN OF THE
CONSTITUTION, by Robert K. Wright,
Ir., and Morris J, McGregor, Ir. (U.S.
Army Center of Military History, 1987,
298 Pages. USGPO S/N  008-029-
00153-5. $24.00). This book, written by
two of the Center’s historians, represents
the Center’s major contribution to the bi-
centennial celebration ol the Constitution.
Twenty-three of the 40 men who signed

the Constitution on 17 September {787
(22 of them as delegates and the 23d as
the seeretary who authenticated the doc-
ument) were Revoloetionary War veter-
ans. A chapter is devoted o cach of the
23, explaining the role cach plaved in the
war and in the Constitutional Convention,
(Shoerter sections are devoted to the other
[7 delegate signers.)

The book is divided into six parry -a
general nurrative survey of the constit -
tional era; the biographical studics of the
25 veterans; sunnnarics of the careers of
the other signers; a sclection of doco-
ments that outline the tormation of the
U5 nulitary establishment: five appen -
dixes; and a section devoted o selected
further readings. Numerous color illus-
trations nicely complement the narrative
portions while the book’s internal layout
is most attractive.

No U8, infuntryman interested in the
history of our country should pass this
book byt it is an ipvaluable reterence
tool,

*+ JANE'S AFV RECOGNITION
HANDBOOK, by Christopher ', Foss
(Jane's, 1987, 554 Pages. $18.00, Soit-
bound.) Put together by the editor of the
maich larger Jane s Armour and Artitlery
yearbook, this publication in its some-
what unusual dimensions—-7%"* x 5"
has been designed to help a user identify
quickly and accurately almost any mod-
ern armwored fighting vehicle (AFVY in
service today anywhere in the world, and
te give him certain key information on
cach of the vehicles. A separate section
is used to explain how an individual can
develop his ATV recognition skills.

Infantrymen will find this book most
useful as a reference twol, because each
entry containg a vehicle's full technical
specifications, key recognition features,
developient notes, variants, current sta-
tus and {ist of users, manufacturer, and
for most of the entries a side-view draw-
ing and three photographs.

* WAR ON FILM, MILITARY
HISTORY EDUCATION: VIDEO
TAPES, MOTION PICTURES, AND
RELATED AUDIOVISUAL AIDS,
compiled by Major Yrederick A. Fiser-
man (Historical Bibliography Number 6,
Combat Studies Institute, Fort [eaven-
worth, Kansas, 1987, 274 Pages, Soft-
bound.) Here is another excelleat ref-



erence ool for the infantryman. Although
it was designed 1o assist instructors within
the TRADOC Military History Education
Program, it can be cqually usetul to any
student of LS. military history.

The publication is made up of a listing
ol sclected, unclassiticd govermment and
commercially  produced  audiovisual
irems, all of which have been greuped
mto 10 broad categories. Tt concludes
with e wndex.

The compiler is assigned o the Cone
bat Studies Tnstitute and Tormerly served
as editor of Anay Frainer magazine,

[Here arc a number of our longer re-
views:

ROOSEVILT, DE GAULLE, AND
THE POSTS: FRANCO-AMERI-
CAN WAR RELATIONS VIEWIED
THROUGH THEIR EFFECTS ON
THE FRENCIH POSTAL SYSTEM,
1941-1944, by D.M. Giangrece (J.V.
Bush, Inc., Box 626, Bonita, CA
92002. 1987. 171 Pages. $9.95, Soft-
hound).

Yes, this book is aboul stamps, certain
kinds of stamps. And yes, this book can
be considered good poestal history. But
more importantly it is about wartime civil
affairs activitics and the part those ac-
tivities played in the successiul Allied
prosecution of World War I in French
North Africa and mn France iself.

Most frontline infantrymen care little
about civil affairs or military government
activitics. They assume that food, sup-
plies, and mail will be delivered to them
on a fairly regular basis and have been
known to complain quite loudly when this
does not happen. They really don’t care
about the problems the supporting players
may be having dozens or even hundreds
of miles ta the rear.

Unfortunately, unless the civil affairs
people can solve the problems they face,
the mfantryman will eventually suffer.
This book is about one of those problems
civil affairs units faced during World
War [I—the continued operation of the
French postal systen both in French
North Africa and in the occupied areas
of France between Novewber 1942 and
late October 1944,

The author, who is an editor tor the
Military Review at Fort Feavenworth and
a specialist in Allied postal operations in

Furope during World War I, explains
why solving that problent was so impor
tant o the Allied canse and w France -
ancl how it was aveamplished. The ac
complishment was made far more dif
ficult than it should have been because
of French sensitivities and the machina-
tions ol various French political groups.

His book throws new light on some off
the problems that can be encountered
durmge the conduct oi coalition warfare.
For that alone it s worth an infantry-
nman’s reading.

THE SOVIET ARMY: 1918 TO
THE PRESENT, By Albert and Joan
Seaton (New American Library, 1986,
292 Pages. $19.95),

SOVIET MILITARY POLICY
SINCE WORLD WAR I1. By William
T. T.ee and Richard F. Staar (Hoover
[ustitution Press, 1986, 263 Dapes.
$21.95). Both books reviewed by Ma-
jor Don Rightinyer, United States Air
Voree,

These two books on the history of the
Soviet Army since 1918 and Soviet mil-
itary doctrine and policy since 1945 com-
plement cach other nicely in the subject
matter they cover and the qualifications
of the respective authors.

Albert Scaton is a noted British military
historian who has written similar books
on the German Army during World War
[L. In this velume he and his collabora-
tor, Joan Seaton, provide a concise sum-
mary of the Soviet Army’s development
and employment since 1918 with an im-
portant first chapter on the U'sarist heri-
tage, which provides an important link
between the extensive Russian past and
al} that has transpired during this century.

The book provides excellent coverage
for the general reader, but the more
specialized reader will find a lot of al-
ready familiar material. An excellent bib-
liography docs point the way for further
reading on the subject, and the appendix
on current Soviet military hardware can
serve as a handy desk reference.

The book by William Lee and Richard
Staar fits in well with the Seaton volume.
The authors provide a detailed look at the
development of the Soviet armed forces
alter World War Il and the correspond-
ing development ol nuclear doctrine,

stritegy . and hardware, They offer sev-
eral chapters on Soviet defense programs
during the past 30 years and the nuciear
weapon systems bt by the Soviers o
achieve their objectives during  those
YIS,

Their book 1s well saited lor both een -
eral and specialized readers. Unlortu-
nately. it should more correctly have
been titled “*Nuclear Policy ™
there s little discossion of the evolution

Because

ol convennonal doctrine and the renewed
cnphiasis on those Torees i currem
'\"C.'H'h.

THE GREAT WAR IN AFRICA,
1914-1918. By Byron Farwell (Norton,
1986. 382 Pages. $18.93). Reviewed by
Captain Harold E. Raugh, Jr., United
States Army.

The image most people have of World
War 1 is ol the bloody stalemate in
France. Names like Flanders, Vimy,

Passchendacle, and the Somme -
mediately come to mind, Few people,

though, have heard of Douala, Tongido,
Morogora, or Tabora—-all battles fought
against the Germans in Africa.

Overshadowed by the war in Burope,
the campaigns in Germany’s tour African
colonigs--Togoland, the Cameroons,
German Southwest Africa, and German
Pfast Africa—-were considered little more
than sideshows, As a result, they are lit-
tle known and gencrally neglected by
most military historians. They were,
however, characterized by mobility,
gallantry, and human endurance, and
were fought over preat differences in ter-
rain and climate.

The well-known historian Byron Farwell
has done an excellent job chronicling the
four campaigns and placing them within
the context of the war as a whole. Te has
made supech use of official histories as
well as personal reminiscences, letters,
and journal extracts of participants. The
latter not only add tocal color and realism
but also pive the perceptions of the
soldiers who lived, fought, and died in
the disease-ridden, hot
jungles.

Farwell’s narrative is highly readable
and ity continuity is outstanding, He
covers all aspects of the campaigns- -
ground, naval, and air---in rich detail,

humid, and
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The unparaileled saga of the German
Colonel von Lettow-Vorbeek
Schuactruppe s story ol indetatipable
and inaginative leadership, indomitable

and s

morale and courage, and superhuman en-
durance. Indeed, his was the only Cer-
man force during the entive war that was
never soundly defeated, and it sue-
rendered only alter learning that the Ar-
mistice had been signed.

There are more than 30 interesting
photographs o the book and four maps
that cuable a reader to casily lollow the
progress of the campaigns. Apparently
oriented toward the general reader, the
book has only an eight-page “'select
bibliography.™ A reader who wants o
know more about the specific sources of
the iHmninating quotes ad other details
will be disappointed by the lack of
{footnotes,

There are a number of speliing errors
in the book, although these do not detract
fromt its readability and effectiveness.
Overall, this well written and readable
book ably fills a conspicuous void in the
titerature of World War L 1t is well worth
the price and cannot be recommended too
highly.

THE HISTORY OF TIE GER-
MAN ARMY. By Keith Simpson
(Bison DBooks, 1987. 314 Papges.
$18.95). Reviewed by Mujor Fdwin L.
Kennedy, Jr., United States Army,

This is a most interesting and well-
rescarched book. It should probably be
called *“The History of the German Ar-
mies” becanse, as the author expiaing,
the German military heritage is long but
largely fragmented. The different Ger-
man state armics are shown © be as
diverse as the history of Germany itself

Keith Simpson doces an excellent job of
describing how the stercotyped German
soldier has evolved, and he includes
many interesting facts about the equip-
ping and training of the German soldiers
themselves. His book is not encumbered
by a mass of political-military details, but
it does stress the major points of relation-
ship between the two. e gives an ex-
cellent balance to his treatment ol the
German armies in different major cras
and, unlike many contemporary publica-
tions, reminds his readers that o German
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Army did exist belore the Third Reich,

Although this book s not nicant (o be
a complete reference, it does provide an
excellent history of the German military
heritage.

THE MILITARY BALANCE,
1987-1988. By the International In-
stitute for Strategic Studies (Londo,
1987. 240 Pages. $27.00, Softhound).

As usual, this world-renowned  and
authoritative publication provides a com-
prehensive look at the world’s military

furces and the defense expenditures of

more than 140 countries, This new edi-
tion, however, incorporates 2 number of
new features 2 loose insert map that
shows, un one side, short-range nuclear
strike aireraft
coverage of uropean territory, and on
its other side, NATO and Warsaw Pact
command and control structures, Too,
the table that bas been used each year to
compare NATO and Warsaw Pact con-
ventional foree levels has been revised to
take a broader geographic approach to in-
clude forees in areas that may be con-
sidered in future arms control talks
between the U8, and the Soviet Union.

Once again, military hostilities ure
discussed on an area-by-area basis, and
the Institute does not expect that any of
the hostilities will end in the near future,
It does, though, have some hope that the
Arias Plan may bring about some recon-
ciliation and democratization in the Cen-
rral American region.

As we have said in years past, there is
no better work of its kind on the market
today.

missile and theater

RECENT AND RINCOMMENDIIL

THE [LLUSTRATED HISTORY OF T
VIETNAM WAR: RIVERINE FORCE,. By John
Forbes amd Robert Williams., Bantam Books,
1987, 158 Pages. $6.95, Softhound.

A COLLECTOR'S GUIDLE TO THIRD
REICH MILITARIA, By Robin Lumsden. 1ip-
pocrene Books, 1987, 192 Pages, $14.95, Soft-
bound.

BATTLEFIELD ARCHAEOLOGY, By John
Laffin. Hippocrene Books, 1988, 128 Pages,
$22.50.

IEADHUNTERS: STORIES FROM THL, Lst
SOUADRON, 9th CAVALRY, IN VIETNAM,
1965-1971. Edited by Matthew Brennan,
Presidio, 1987, 306 Papes. $18.95.

SURVIVAL ON THE BATTLEFIKLD: A

HANDBOOK TO MILITARY  MARTIAL
ARTS. By Rohert K. Spear. Unique Publications
(420F Vanowen Plwe, Burbank, €A 91505),
F987. 185 Pages. $10.95, Sufthound.

THE DIVIDED UNION: THE STORY O
THY, GREAT AMERICAN WAR, 1861-1565,
By Peter Batty and Peter Pacrish. Salem House,
1947, 224 Papes. $24.95.

FIGHTING TROOPS OF T AUSTR(O-
HUNGARIAN ARMY, 1808-1914. By James
Lucas. ippocrene Books, 1988, 288 Papes.
350.010.

WESTERN FUROPE IN SOV GLOBAL
STRATEGY. Idited by Ray 5. Cline, James AL
Miller, and Roper . Kamet. Westview Pruss,
1987, 166 Pages. $16.95, Softhound,

All-1. By Doug Richardson. Modern Fighting
Adreraf, Volume 13,0 Arco, 1987, 64 Pages.
12,95,

AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO TANK
BUSTERS. By Mike Spick and Bruce Quarey.
Arca, LYB7. 153 Pages, S10.95,

AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO MODERN
FIGHTERS AND ATTACK AIRCRAFT. By
Bill Gunston. Arco, 1987, 151 Pages. $10.95.

THE U.S. MARINE CORPS STORY. Revised
and Updated by J. Robert Moskin, McGraw-
Hill, 1987. 849 Pawes. $1:40.95, Softhound.

THE FIRST AMENDMENT—A RESQURCE
GUIDE. Prepared by Lientenant Colonel Pavid
R, Kiernan, Chief of Public Affxirs, XVIIT Air-
Lorne Corps, Fort Bragg, Softhound, 44 Pages.
Free on request (o author,

THE ROAD TO TRINITY: A PERSONAL
ACCOUNT OF HOW AMERICA'S NUCLEAR
POLICIES WERE MADE. By Mujor General
K.D. Nichols, United States Army Retired. Wil-
liam Morrow, 1987, 401 Pages. $19.95.

BLACK SAILORS: AFRO-AMERICAN
MERCHANT SEAMEN AN WIHALEMEN
PRIOR TO THE CIVII, WAR. By Martha §.
Putney. Greenwood Press, [987. 173 ages,
$29.95.

MUMORIES. By Master Serpeant David H.
Puckett, United States Army Retired, Yantage
Press, 1987, 145 Pages. $10.95,

LONG-RANGE PATROL OPERATIONS:
RECONNAISSANCE, COMBAT, AND SPE-
CIAL OPERATIONS. By Master Sergeant
James W. England, United States Ariny Retired.
Paladin Press, 1987, 336 Pages. $14.95, Soft-
bound. .

SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN WEAPONS
NANDBOOK, By Serpeant Major Frank A.
Mayer. Citadel Press, 1987. 320 Pages. $14.95,
Softhound.

ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES, AND SUR-
MACHINE GUNS, By Duncan Long. Citadel
Press, 1987, 142 Pages. $12.95, Softbound.

COMBAT AMMUNITION: EVERYTHING
YOU NEED TO KNOW. By Duncan Long.
Citadel Press, 1987, 127 Pages. $12.95, Soli-
hound,

THI ANATOMY OF COURAGE, By Lord
Moran. A Reprint in the Publisher’s Art of Com-
mand Series. First published in 1945, Avery
Publishitge Group, F987. 224 Pages. $9.95,
Softhound.
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